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Travails
of Filipino
tutors in US

By Rodney J. Jaleco

BALTIMORE, Maryland -
The remains of Irene Apao, a 41-
year-old Filipino teacher who
committed suicide here early this
month, were flown home to Cebu
city in time for her daughter’s
18th birthday Nov. 26.

The community, particularly
the Migrant Heritage Commis-
sion (MHC), Mabuhay, Inc. and
Filipino teachers organizations in
Virginia, Maryland, New Jersey
and New York, pooled their re-
sources for the funeral services
for Apao and to pay for flying
her remains to the Philippines.

Irene’s case underscores the
difficulties that many newly-ar-
rived teachers from the Philip-
pines face when they chase the
American dream and teach in US
schools.

Irene is described by friends
and co-teachers as the life of the
party, a gregarious go-getter who
always carried a camera even
when she goes out jogging. Last

Continued on page 27

Pinoys Prepare
For ‘Simbang
Gabr’

WASHINGTON - As mil-
lions of Filipino workers fan
across the globe carrying their
traditions and culture with them,
Simbang Gabi the most popular
Filipino way of marking the
Christmas season is making in-
roads everywhere, including
Northern Virginia.

Simbang Gabi is a Philippine
tradition of celebrating mass dur-
ing the evening or early morning
hours for nine days preceding
Christmas.

For the first time in its his-
tory, a Simbang Gabi will be held
at St. Leo the Great parish in Fair-
fax on Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m.
through a novena mass cele-
brated by Fr. P. J. Camiring.

Music will be provided by
the Filipino Ministry Choir of

Continued on page 27

‘Model’ Pinoy Doctor Fights Deportation

STATE COLLEGE, Pennsyl-
vania - A prominent Filipino
doctor and his wife are facing de-
portation because of misstate-
ments about their marital status
in their US visa application in
Manila 27 years ago.

Dr. Pedro Servano, 54, is a
prominent family doctor who
chose to practice in an unders-
erved area of central Pennsylva-
nia and his wife, Salvacion, 51,
runs a grocery store and bakery.
They have four children two of
whom are in college and the
other two in high school.

The community Nov. 18
held an evening vigil here to ex-
press their support for the Ser-
vanos and to protest the order of

the US Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) agency
for them to report to an immigra-
tion facility in Allentown after
Thanksgiving Day for the start of
deportation proceedings. This
was later deferred to Monday,
Nov. 26. Their attorney, Gregg
Cotler, is devising a flurry of
last-ditch legal and political ap-
peals to allow them to remain in
Selinsgrove, about 100 miles (160
kilometers) northwest of Phila-
delphia.

Michael Gilhooly, spokes-
man of the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement Agency
(ICE), said that while the Ser-
vanos won’t be detained or de-

Continued on page 26

Craig blocks vets’ bill

Pension for Pinoys Is ‘t00 generous’

WASHINGTON D.C. - Sen.
Larry Craig, the Idaho Republi-
can who was recently involved in
an airport scandal, is blocking
Senate deliberation on the Fili-
pino Veterans Equity bill because
it is “too generous.”

This was revealed by Tom
Philpott of the Stars and Stripes
who said American veterans’ or-
ganizations are thrilled by the
$43.1 billion appropriations bill
that Congress is set to pass next
month.

He said Craig, a ranking mi-
nority member of the Veterans
Affairs committee, has put a hold

Sen. Larry Craig

on the bill “because a provision
was added after it cleared com-
mittee to reopen VA health care
to new Priority 8 enrollees. These
are veterans with no service-con-
nected disabilities and adequate
incomes by government stand-
ards.

Akaka and Filner support
Priority 8 enrollments.

Dan Whiting, Craig’s
spokesman, said he opposes re-
opening VA health care to every
veteran “because it would take
resources away from returning
injured veterans.”

Philpott said Craig also

IS

blocking the Veterans Benefits
Enhancement Act (S. 1315) which
would improve veterans’ life in-
surance, adaptable housing and
other benefits. What he opposes
in this bill is language to give
service pensions to Filipino veter-
ans of World War Il. Craig argues
the pensions are too generous
and they would be paid with dol-
lars earmarked to provide a spe-
cial monthly pension for elderly
and housebound U.S. veterans.
Whiting said Craig was talk-
ing with Sen. Daniel K. Akaka,
(D-Hawaii) veterans affairs com-

Continued on page 26

EU Tells RP: ‘Take Decisive Action’

MANILA - A delegation of
European Union parliamentari-
ans has urged the Arroyo govern-
ment to take decisive action on
the cases of human rights viola-
tions, specifically unexplained
killings, now that the country’s
judiciary is assuming a pro-active
role in addressing the problem.

Jules Maaten of the Nether-
lands, one of the nine parliamen-
tarians who were in the country
last week, said they met with
government officials about what

steps they have taken to address
the issue. The EU officials also
praised the Supreme Court for
taking steps to help curb cases of
human rights violations. “In
Europe we are very pleased by
the move that was taken by the
Supreme Court,” Maaten told re-
porters in an interview.

Hartmut Nassauer, also a
member of the European Parlia-
ment, likewise lauded the SC.
“(This is) proof of the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. (It is a)

pillar of the state of law,” he said.

Maaten, however, said the
main responsibility of addressing
the problem should fall on the ex-
ecutive branch. “The responsibil-
ity for making sure that this is
resolved is with the political lead-
ers,” he said.

Maaten said the subject of
human rights is a “big issue” in
Europe.

“It’s very worrying because
the Philippines is one of the most
democratic countries in Asia and

we have seen with great worry
that democracy has come under
threat in some Asian countries,"
he said, adding that the EU is
willing to assist the Philippine
government in any way to re-
solve the issue.

Nassauer said human rights
violations are “something that
pose concern on the quality of the
state of law." He noted the impor-
tance of addressing the issue be-
cause international perception of

Continued on page 26

Congress bombers
charged P6

Ninoy killer is
pardoned P10

Asean Union is formed
P17

P24

SUBSCRIPTIONS (703) 532-1367
$20.00 ONE YEAR (24 issues)
$36.00 TWO YEARS (48 issues)

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGEPAID

MERRIFIELD, VA
PERMIT NO. 6184




